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Dandin lived and wrote in Kanchi under the patronage of the Pallavas.
Avantisundarikatha, another romance which tradition attributes to Dandin* was for long, a mere matter of conjecture. One version of it kas been recently discovered. After some verses of eulogy to earlier poets and some autobiographical references, the author narrates in prose the story which is almost identical with that of the Purvapitika of Dasakmmara Charita. The repetition of the narrative makes it improbable that Dandin^ wrote both. More©ver, Avantisundarikatha mentions in the prefatory verses Sana, Subaadhu and Mayura as earlier poets and the autobiographical portion of the book speaks of Bharavi as the great grandfather and mentions the Pallava king Narasimha-varman as the patron of the author. The work must be assigned to some poet of the later 7th century A.D. Some consider this as a genuine work of Dandin and offer some plausible explanation for the sameness of the story and assign Dandin, accordingly, to a period between 650 and 700 A.D.
Sub^ndhu
Bana pays a high tribute to Snbandhu's Vasava. datta in his Harsha Charita. This helps us to decide that Subandhu, could not have been later than Bana. Under ordinary circumstances one would infer that Subandhu ought to have been much earlier than Bana to deserve such praise from him; but the style of Subandhu does not warrant a very early date. Further                 .'.•';••''            '     •    •              -                                              -                                         •                 •    •         •
